
THE GENESIS CLASS 

 
THE GREAT GLOBAL FLOOD 

 
The Six Days of Creation 
 
 
After Their Kind 
 
 
Descent from a Common Ancestor 
 
 
Geologic Time Scale 
 
 
Noah’s Flood: The Bottom Line 
 

• The worldwide, mountain-covering deluge would have deposited most of the 
world’s fossil-bearing rock. 

• The naturalist, denying the fact of the Flood, misinterprets the rocks and 
fossils. 

• If the Flood was a global event, it laid down the rocks and fossils, and there 
is no evidence for evolution or an old earth. 

 
Biblical Arguments for the Global Flood 
 

Did the Flood cover the planet or was it just local? 
 

1. Physical causes for the Flood 
 

a. “The same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, 
and the windows of heaven were opened. And the rain was upon the 
earth forty days and forty nights.” (Genesis 7:11) 

b. “…all the fountains of the great deep…” 
i. Fed pre-flood rivers 
ii. Break-up lasted 150 days 
iii. Continual tsunamis 

c. Global cause implies global effect 
d. “…windows of heaven…” 

i. No rain before the Flood 
ii. Worldwide water vapor canopy collapsed 
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2. The need for the Ark 
 

a. “And every living thing of all flesh, two of every sort shalt thou bring 
into the Ark, to keep them alive with thee.” (Genesis 6:19) 

b. “Yet his days shall be a hundred and twenty years.” (Genesis 6:3) 
c. Long enough to walk anywhere 
d. Noah had up to 120 years warning 
e. Animals could have migrated away 
f. No need for boat if local flood 
g. If Ark was unnecessary, construction task was brutally difficult 
 

3. The size of the Ark 
 

a. “And this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of: The length of 
the Ark shall be three hundred cubits [450 feet], the breadth of it fifty 
cubits [75 feet], and the height of it thirty cubits [45 feet].” (Genesis 
6:13) 

b. Large enough for all animals 
c. Much too large if only farm animals and herds 
d. Large enough to be stable on stormy ocean seas with large cargo 
e. If the Flood was local, then the Ark was ridiculously large for its 

purpose 
 

4. The depth of the Flood 
 

a. “And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth; and all the 
high hills, that were under the whole heaven, were covered. Fifteen 
cubits upward did the waters prevail; and the mountains were 
covered.” (Genesis 7:19-20) 

b. Covered mountains to at least the draft of Noah’s Ark 
c. Mt. Ararat today is 17,000 feet; probably higher during the Flood 
d. A local flood would not cover mountains 
 

5. The duration of the Flood 
 

a. From the “six hundredth year…the second month, the seventeenth 
day of the month” to the “six hundredth and first year…the second 
month on the seven and twentieth day of the month….” (Genesis 
7:11; 8:13-14) 

i. 40 days of rain 
ii. 110 more days of “prevailing” 
iii. 221 more days of draining 
iv. A total of 371 days 
v. A year-long, mountain covering flood is not a local flood! 
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6. The destruction of all mankind 
 

a. “And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, 
and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually…. ‘I will destroy man whom I have created from the face 
of the earth’” (Genesis 6:13) 

b. Primary goal was to destroy sinful mankind 
c. How many people were alive at the time of the Flood? 

i. Before the Flood, the patriarchs commonly lived over 900 
years 

ii. Bore children from 65 years to 500 years 
iii. Each said to have borne “sons and daughters” in addition to 

primary son 
iv. If each: 

1. family had 6 children 
2. parent 80 years old at first 
3. person lived 900 years 

v. Over 20 billion people were alive at the time of the Flood. 
1. they could not have lived in one area 
2. global population = global flood 

d. “All in whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all that was in the dry 
land, died. And every living substance was destroyed which was upon 
the face of the ground, both man and cattle, and the creeping things, 
and the fowl of the heaven; they were destroyed from the earth: and 
Noah only remained alive, and they that were with him in the ark.” 
(Genesis 7:22-23) 

e. “And God said unto Noah, ‘The end of all flesh is come before me; 
for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will 
destroy them with the earth.” (Genesis 6:13) 

f. Earth was “filled with violence” 
g. End of “all flesh” over all the earth 
h. Destroyed “with the earth” 
i. This necessitates a global Flood 
 

7. Many expressions of global nature 
 

a. There are over 100 references in Genesis 6-10 to the global nature of 
the Flood. 

i. The face of the earth 
ii. In the earth 
iii. The earth was corrupt 
iv. Earth filled with violence 
v. Destroy with the earth 
vi. All flesh 
vii. Breath of life 
viii. Under heaven 
ix. Everything that is in the earth 
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x. Every living thing 
xi. Two of every sort 
xii. The face of all the earth 
xiii. Every living substance 
xiv. Flood of waters upon the earth 
xv. All the fountains of the great deep 
xvi. Waters increased greatly 
xvii. The face of the waters 
xviii. Waters prevailed exceedingly 
xix. All the high hills 
xx. Under the whole heaven 
xxi. Mountains were covered 
xxii. All that was in the dry land 
xxiii. The face of the ground 
xxiv. Noah only remained alive 
xxv. Waters returned continually 
xxvi. Tops of the mountains 
xxvii. Face of the whole earth 
xxviii. All flesh cut off 
xxix. Destroy all flesh 

b. The biblical account makes no sense if the Flood was local! 
 

8. Promise of no more floods 
 

a. “And the Lord said in His heart, ‘I will not…again smite any more 
every living thing, as I have done…. And the waters shall no more 
become a flood to destroy all flesh.’” (Genesis 8:21; 9:15) 

b. Establishment of the Rainbow Covenant 
i. “I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a token of a 

covenant between me and the earth…and the waters shall no 
more become a flood to destroy all flesh.” (Genesis 9:13, 15) 

ii. Today, light scattered by water droplets in atmosphere forms 
rainbow 

iii. Pre-flood water canopy consisted of water vapor only 
iv. Water vapor (gas) will not scatter light 
v. The first rainbow was seen by Noah after the Flood 
vi. Needed global change in atmosphere, which implies global 

Flood 
 
Creation, the Flood, and Latter-day Scoffers 
 

“There shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and 
saying, ‘Where is the promise of His coming? …For this they willingly are 
ignorant of, that, by the Word of God the…world that then was, being 
overflowed with water, perished.” (2 Peter 3:3-6) 
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The Re-Creation of the Heavens and the Earth 
 

“The heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.” (2 
Peter 3:10) 
 
“Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.” (2 Peter 3:13) 

 
The Testimony of Peter 
 

1. 2 Peter 3:4-13 
2. Peter teaches coming judgment of entire heavens and earth 
3. Based on historical facts that: 

a. Creation was of entire earth 
b. Flood destroyed entire original earth 

4. If flood was local, only part of the earth is now “reserved unto fire” and will 
“melt with fervent heat” 

5. Local flood = theological nonsense 
 

Noah’s Flood: The Bottom Line 
 

1. If the Flood of Noah’s day was global and geologically significant, the 
geological ages are a myth. 

2. The worldwide, mountain covering deluge is a biblical necessity. 
3. Thus, the earth is young. 

 
Seemingly Unanswerable Questions 
 

1. Where did the water come from? 
 

a. Today: 
i. Oceans cover 71% of the earth 
ii. Oceans are deeper than continents are high 
iii. If the earth were smooth, the water would cover it to a depth 

of 7,500 feet 
b. Source: 

i. Fountains of the great deep 
1. ocean floor tectonics 
2. continual tsunamis 

ii. Windows (floodgates) of heaven 
1. special rain for 40 days and nights 
2. continued rain for 110 additional days 

iii. Pre-flood oceans uplifted 
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c. Note:  All present sedimentary mountains deposited as sediments on 

ocean floor during Noah’s flood. Uplifted at end of Flood. 
d. In order to cover the earth, the relative topography must not have 

been so great (i.e., mountains not so high, oceans not so deep), while 
pulsating tsunamis maintained water at high elevation. 

 
2. Where did the water go? 
 

a. Ocean basins contain most of the water now 
b. Tsunamis must have stopped 
c. Basins must have been deepened and widened 

i. Continental “split”? 
ii. Ocean basin sinking? 

d. A “wind” helped drain and dry the land 
e. Gradual lowering of water table 
 

3. How could Noah build the Ark? 
 

a. Reasonable assumptions: 
i. Pre-flood civilization was highly advanced 
ii. Noah was highly intelligent 

1. At least 480 years old at the start 
2. Brain probably more usuable 

iii. Able to hire other workers 
iv. Had 3 sons, father, and grandfather to help 
v. Had up to 120 years to construct 

b. Worst-case scenario: 
i. Only Noah and sons doing the construction 
ii. Ark volume includes 25% lumber 
iii. Four workers could install 15ft3 lumber/day 

 
(25%)(Volume of Ark) = (.25) (1,518,750) = 379,688 ft3 lumber 
 
15ft3/day times (6 days)/week times (52 weeks)/year = 4680 ft3 installed/year 
 
379,688 ft3 divided by (4680 ft3/year) = 81 years = maximum construction time 

 
There was plenty of time to build the Ark, even in the worst possible case! 

 
4. How did Noah gather all the animals? 
 

a. Authorities have noticed tendencies 
i. Ability to sense imminent danger 
ii. Ability to migrate to escape danger 

b. God may have instilled migratory instincts in chosen pairs 
i. Their descendants still possess ability 
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c. Before the Flood: 

i. Due to canopy, climate similar worldwide 
ii. Seasons less pronounced 
iii. Animals lived in all regions 
iv. No barriers—continents together 

d. God sent animals to Noah (Genesis 7:15) 
 

5. How did Noah care for the animals? 
 

a. Other tendencies noted in face of danger 
i. Personality changes 

1. predator and prey have common foe 
2. mingle together 

ii. State of hibernation or relative dormancy; care would be 
minimal 

iii. “rooms” = “nests” (Genesis 6:14) 
b. Survivors passed on these abilities to descendants 
 

6. How could the animals get on board? 
 

a. Noah told to take 2 (or 7) of each “kind” 
b. Biblical “kind” uncertain; probably limited by genetic variation 

i. “dog kind” includes dogs, wolves, coyotes, etc. 
ii. Assume “kind” = “species” (i.e. worst case) 

 
Mammals 3,700 < 3,700

Birds 8,600 < 8,600

Reptiles 6,300 < 6,300

Amphibians 2,500 < 2,500

Fishes 20,600 0 

Tunicates, etc. 1,325 0 

Echinoderms 6,000 0 

Arthropods 838,000 0 

Mollusks 107,250 0 

Worms, etc. 39,450 0 

Coelenterates, etc. 5,380 0 

Sponges 4,800 0 

Protozoans 28,400 0 

 
c. Housing 50,000 animals? 

i. Most animals quite small; average size = sheep 
ii. Young, virile animals instead of largest 
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d. Dimensions of the Ark 
i. 450’ x 75’ x 45’ = 1,518,750 ft3 
ii. Equivalent to 569 railroad stock cars; one stock car handles 

240 sheep 
iii. All animals could have been housed in: 

1. 208 stock cars (50,000/240) 
2. 36.5 % of the Ark’s capacity (208/569) 
3. Worst case scenario 

 
7. How could the Ark survive the Flood? 
 
8. How did the animals fill the earth? 

 
9. Do other legends mention the Flood? 

 
a. Myths and legends around the world tell a similar story 
b. Similar myths in various cultures imply: 

i. A common source for the culture 
ii. A common event 
iii. Both 

c. Over 200 flood legends compared 
i. Was the flood universal?    95% 
ii. Was survival due to a boat?   70% 
iii. Was wickedness of man the cause?  66% 
iv. Was there a favored family?   88% 
v. Was the remnant forewarned?   66% 
vi. Did animals play any part?    73% 
vii. Did survivors end up on a mountain? 57% 
viii. Were birds sent out?     35% 

 
Noah’s Flood: The Bottom Line 
 

If the Flood was a global event, then it laid down the rocks and fossils, 
and there is no evidence for evolution or an old earth. 


